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PREFACE 
(First Edition) 

The Sikh Gurus, right from Guru Nanak to 
Guru Gobind Singh, chose the medium of 
poetry to convey their message. For any 
transmission of thought, religious or philo- 
sophic, enriched with devotional overtones, 
the fittest medium is verse. As ihythm 
transcends the barriers of words and the 
world of spirit lies far beyond the realm of 
words, a literal translation from word to 
word loses most of the features and flavour 
of the original, reducing an image into a 
shadow. 

The Sikh Gurus had a grand vision of the 
Cosmic Will. For the benefit of the entire 
mankind they tried to bring it nearer to us. 
They used the wings of poesy and rapturous 
sounds to transcend the limitations of words. 
In this poetic rendering the author Professor 
Surinderjit Singh Gill has tried to catch the 
glimmer and glow of the glory that is in 
the original. 

Japuji, besides being a superb philosopho- 
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religious treatise, is the finest fruit of Guru 
Nanak's poetic temperament. It is unique 
in its rhythmical beauty. What further adds 
to its beauty is the fact that it is couched in 
the simplest of words. Such profound 
thought had never been conveyed in so few 
and such common words and given such a 
poetic form which is simple but beautiful, 
rhythmical but varying in rhythm and 
rhyme-schemes, musical yet rhetorical in 
essence, impassioned yet reasoned in content, 
simple yet profound, questions yet answers, 
eloquent yet agrumentative, so straight- 
looking yet over-flowing with allusions, 
suggestive yet imperceptibly assertive. 

The transliteration of Japuji has been done 
by Dr Balkar Singh, Head of the Depart- 
ment of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Studies. 
He also prepared the press copy. In my 
view, this book is a unique gift to the 
English-knowing readers as it gives a feel of 
the original flavour of Japuji. 

Punjabi University S. S. JOHL 

Patiala Vice-Chance i/or 
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ik oankar satinamu karta purakhu 
nirbhau nirvairu akal mUrati 
ajtini saibhan gur parsadi. 

JAPU 

adi sachu jugadi sachu. 

hai bh! sachu nanak host bhi sachu. 
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JAPUJI SAHIB 

By the Grace of ONE, Supremus, Eternal, 
Nam, Creator, 

♦Vibrant Being, Sans Fear, Sans Animosity, 
Lord of Time, Unbegotten, 
Self-Grown and Enlightener. 

JAPU 

True before All began, 
True as Time ran, 
True is He, 

Nanak, True shall He be. 



*Wielder of His Will 

3 
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sochai sochi na hoval 

je sochi lakh var. 
chupai chup na hoval 

je lai raha liv tar. 
bhukhia bhukh na utari 

je banna purla bhar. 
sahas sianpa lakh hohi 

ta ik na chalai nali. 
kiv sachiara hoiai 

kiv kUrai tutai pali. 
hukami raja! chalna 

nanak likhia nali. 
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f 

Thinking gets one nowhere 
If ever in thought one remains. 
The mind is never stilled 
If ever silence one maintains. 
The craving is never sated 
If all the worlds one gains. 
Were one with ingenuities loaded 
None in the end avail. 
How perceive the Truth ? 
How rend the False Veil ? 
Nanak, it is pre-ordained : 
"Let His Will prevail". 
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hukami hovani akar 

hukamu na kahia jal. 
hukami hovani jla 

hukami milai vadiai. 
hukami utamu nlchu 

hukami likhi dukh sukh paiahi. 
ikna hukami bakhsls 

iki hukami sada bhavaiahi. 
hukamai andari sabhu ko 

bahari hukam na koi. 
nanak hukamai je bujhai 

ta haumai kahai na koi. 
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11 

By His Will, all the forms 

Ineffable though His Will. 

By His Will is life instilled 

From His Will, all honours rill. 

By His Will the high and low 

His Will ordains pleasure and pain. 

Wills He some salvation 

In Will gyrates some ever and again. 

His Will all governs 

Beyond its pale nothing lies. 

When one His Will discerns 

Hushed his Haumai hies. 
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Ill 

gavai ko tanu hovai kisai tanu. 
gavai ko dati janai nlsanu. 
gavai ko gun vadiala char, 
gavai ko vidia vikhamu vlcharu. 
gavai ko saji kare tanu kheh. 
gavai ko jla lai phiri deh. 
gavai ko japai disai dQri. 
gavai ko vekhai hadra hadUri. 
kathna kathi na avai toti. 
kathi kathi kothl kotf koti koti. 
deda de laide thaki pahi. 
juga jugiitari khahi khahi. 
hukami hukamu chalae rahu. 
nanak vigasai veparvahu. 
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in 

Some sing of His Might, who might receive. 
Some His Boons sing, His Bounty 

who perceive. 
Some His Merits extol, Sublime 

Glories praise. 
Some sing dwelling on His mysterious ways. 
Some sing "He creates and annihilates". 
Some sing, "Takes He life and recreates". 
Some sing : "Far He appears, afar seems 

to be". 

Some sing, "Ever present He watches 
closely". 

Millions upon millions in ceaseless praises. 
Have failed to trace His infinite phases. 
Ever He gives, the takers tire verily. 
Beings from ages are gorging merrily. 
Through His Will, He runs all directly. 
Yet, Nanak. He smiles non-chalantly. 
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IV 

sacha sahibu sachu nai 

bhakhia bhau aparu. 
akhahi mngahi dehi dehi 

dati kare dataru. 
pheri ke agai rakhiai 

jitu disai darbaru. 
muhau ki bolanu bollai 

jitu su^i dhare piaru. 
ahmrit vela sachu nau 

vadiai vlcharu. 
karaml avai kapra 

nadrl mokhu duaru. 
nanak evai janlai 

sabhu ape sachiaru. 
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IV 

Eternal is the Sovran, Eternal His Nam, 
His language is love unconfined. 
All beings beseech, and supplicate Him, 
The Bounteous bestows on mankind. 
What should then our offering be, 
That His Court Royal is divined ? 
By which syllables to implore Him, 
Hearkening bestows His Glance kind ? 
In the ambrosial moments of the morn, 
His Nam Eternal and Glories mind. 
Through our Karama human flesh we don, 
In his Grace liberation we find. 
Of Him Nanak, we should thus know, 
That everything is Lord-affined. 
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V 



thapia na jai klta na hoi. 

ape api nirnjanu soi. 

jini sevia tini paia manu. 

nanak gavlai guni nidhanu. 

gavTai sunlai mani rakhlai bhau. 

dukhu parhari sukhu ghari Jai jai. 

gurmukhi nadn gurmukhi vedn gurmukhi 

rahia samal. 
guru Isaru guru gorakhu barm a guru 

paibatl mal. 
je hau janS akha nahl kahna kathanu na jai. 
gura ik dehi bujhal. 

sabhana jia ka iku data so mai visari na jaT. 
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V 

Neither begotten, nor deified stone. 
The Lord Immaculate, is Self-Grown. 
Those who worship Him, honours gain. 
Nanak, let us praise the Virtues' Main. 
Sing praises, listen, love in heart keep. 
Thus vanquish pain and bliss within reap. 
The Guru-Word is Music Eternal, 
The Guru-Word is Lore Supernal, 
The Guru- Word the entire Cosmos fills. 
All powers lie with the Guru Eternal, 
The Guru life creates, sustains and stills. 
Were I to know, would fail to describe, 
For to do so, is not a mortals' lot. 
The Guru to me has one Truth taught : 
Of all the beings there is one Lord, 
May I forget that Sovran not. 
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VI 

tirathi nava je tisu bhava 

vinu bhane ki nai karl. 
jetl sirathi upai vekha 

vi^ukarama ki milai laT. 
mati vichi ratan javahar mapik 

je ik gur ki sikh suijl. 
gura ik dehi bujhal. 
sabhana jia ka iku data 

so mai visari na jaT. 
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VI 

At Tiratha would I bathe if He approve, 
Sans His approval bathing avails not. 
In His world before me I perceive, 
Nothing without His Grace is got. 
If a single Word of Guru gets home, 
The gems of wisdom within we spot. 
The Guru to me has one Truth taught : 
Of all the beings there is one Lord, 
May I forget that Sovran not. 
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VII 

je jug chare araja 

hor da sunt hoi. 
nava khnda vichi janlai 

nali chalai sabhu koi. 
chhga nau rakhai kai 

jasu klrati jagi lei. 
je tisu nadari na aval 

ta vat na puchhai ke. 
kita ahdari kltu kari 

dosT dosu dhare. 
nanak nirguni gunu kare 

gunvntia gunu de. 
teha koi na sujhal 

ji tisu gunu koi kare. 
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VII 

If a man's life-span of Yugas four, 

Ten times in duration grows. 
In all the continents gets he known, 

The world entire him follows. 
And he wins a name pre-eminent, 

In praise the world ecstatic goes. 
If he goes bereft of Thy Grace, 

Everyone a cold shoulder shows. 
He turns into the lowliest of worms, 

The Vilest on him accusal throws. 
Sinners He Virtuous turns, O, Nanak, 

On the Virtuous Virtues bestows. 
No one can be perceived there, 

Who like- wise Virtues endows. 
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vni 

suniai sidh plr suri nath. 
suniai dharati dhaval akas. 
suniai dip loa patal. 
suniai pohi na sakai kalu. 
nanak bhagata sada vigasu 
suniai dukh pap ka nasu. 
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VIII 

Listening, makes Sidhs, Pirs t Surs and Naths. 
Listening, keeps earth stars on their paths. 
Listening, sustains the earthly sphere. 
Listening, dispels death's preying fear. 
His votaries, Nanak, ever bliss relish, 
By Listening, their sins and sorrows perish. 
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IX 

suniai Isaru bar a ma ihdu. 
suniai mukhi salahan mndu. 
suniai jog jugati tani bhed. 
suniai sasat simriti ved. 
nanak bhagata sad a vigasu. 
suniai dnkh pap ka nasu. 
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IX 

By Listening, all the godly virtues, realise. 
By Listening, the foul their Lord eulogise. 
By Listening, realise the powers 

within concealed. 
By Listening, is the spirit of scriptures 

revealed. 

His votaries, Nanak, ever bliss relish. 

By Listening, their sins and sorrows perish 
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suniai satu sntokhu gianu. 
suniai athasa^hi ka isananu. 
suniai pari pari pavahi manu. 
suniai lagai sahaji dhianu. 
nanak bhagata sad a vigasu. 
suniai dflkh pap ka nasu. 
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X 



By Listening Truth, contentment 

knowledge gain. 
Listening, is bathing at all Tirathas' amain. 
By Listening, all scholastic honours attain. 
By Listening, communion with Him obtain. 
His votaries, Nanak, ever bliss relish. 
By Listening, their sins and sorrows perish. 
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XI 

suniai sara guna ke gah. 
suniai sekh plr patisah. 
suniai andhe pavahi rahu. 
suniai hath hovai asgahu. 
nanak bhagata sada vigasu 
suniai dOkh pap ka nasu. 
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XI 

By Listening, the sea of virtues we discern. 
By Listening, powers spiritual and 

temporal earn. 
By Listening, the nescient on true path turn. 
By Listening, the mysteries of life we learn. 
His votaries, Nanak, ever bliss relish. 
By Listening, their sins and sorrows perish. 
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XII 

mhne kl gati kahl na jai. 
je ko kahai pichhai pachhutai 
kagadi kalam na likhanharu. 
mane ka bahi karani vlcharu. 
aisa namu nirnjanu hoi. 
je ko mnoi janai mani koi. 
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xn 

Ineffable his state, who his self surrenders. 
And repents the man who its account 
renders. 

No paper suffice, no pen, no men so fit. 
When to ponder over him they closet and sit. 
Such is the Nam of the Lord Immaculate. 
In surrender were one Him to contemplate. 
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XIII 

mnnai surati hovai mani budhi. 
mnnai sagal bhavan kl sudhi. 
mnnai muhi chota na khai. 
mnnai jam kai sathi na jai. 
aisa namu nirnjanu hoi. 
je ko mnni janai mani koi. 



2& 



Page 35 of 92 



XIII 

On surrendering, the mind wakes and 

wisdom gains. 
On surrendering, transvision of the 

universe obtains. 
On surrendering, suffers not sins' 

subtle blows. 
On surrendering, to Yama's abode he 

never goes. 
Such is the Nam of the Lord Immaculate. 
In surrender were one Him to contemplate. 
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XIV 

mnnai maragi thak na pai. 
mnnai pati siu pargatu jai . 
mnnai magu na chalai pnthu. 
mnnai dharam setl sanbhdhu. 
aisa namu nirnjanu hoi. 
je ko mnni janai mani koi. 
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XIV 

On surrendering, nothing at all impedes 
his way. 

On surrendering, with honours and 

glory walks away. 
On surrendering, never on the dubious 

lanes treads. 
On surrendering, ever the virtuous 

ways he weds. 
Such is the Nam of the Lord Immaculate, 
In surrender were one Him to Contemplate. 
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XV 

mnnai pavahi mokhu duaru. 
mhnai parvarai sadharu. 
mnnai tarai tare gurusikh. 
mhnai nanak bhavahi na bhikh. 
aisa namu nirnjanu hoi. 
je ko mnni janai mani koi. 
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XV 

On surrendering, attains the liberated sHate. 
On surrendering, doth his kin liberate. 
On surrendering, he ferries others across. 
On surrendering, hankers not after dross. 
Such is the Nam of the Lord Immaculate. 
In surrender were one Him to Contemplate. 
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XVI 

pnch parvaii phch pardhanu. 
phche pavahi dargahi manu. 
pnche sohahi dari rajanu. 
pncha ka guru eku dhianu. 
je ko kahai karai vlcharu. 
karte kai karanai nahi sumaru. 
dhaulu dharamu daia ka pntu. 
shtokhu thapi rakhia jini sQti. 
je ko bujhai hovai sachiaru. 
dhavalai upari keta bharu. 
dharatl horu parai horu horu. 
tis te bharu talai kavapu joru. 
jla jati rhga ke nav. 
sabhana likhia vurl kalam. 
ehu lekha likhi janai koi. 
lekha likhia keta hoi. 
keta tarm sualihu rQpu. 
ketl dati jariai kaunu kotu. 
klta pasau eko kavau. 
tis te hoe lakh drlau. 
qudrati kavarj kaha vlchar. 
varia na java ek var. 
jo tudhu bhavai sal bhall kar. 
tu sada salamati nirfikar. 
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XVI 

The Elect are prized, the Elect guide. 
In His Court, the Elect are glorified. 
In kingly courts, the Elect look dignified. 
In Guru's contemplation the Elect abide. 
Were one to count, consider and tell. 
Beyond man 'tis on His Glories to dwell. 
His Grace-born Law, not Bull as maintained, 
In equipoise keeps the earth sustained. 
Were one to delve deep and sift. 
What a load for the Bull to lift ? 
Earths above and below and beyond them. 
Who supports them all ad infinitum ? 
Creatures all of varied kind and hue. 
With His flowing pen the Lord drew. 
His Nature, were one to write and count. 
To what huge dimensions would it mount ? 
His Might stupendous, His Forms grandiose. 
Infinite His Boons, who can all disclose ? 
With a single sound, He spread around. 
Lakhs of life-streams did therein abound. 
How can this mite Thy vast glories name. 
Struck dumb in wonder he can't exclaim. 
Whatever pleasethThee all good he acclaim. 
Thou Formless, Abiding and ever the same. 
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XVII 

asfikh jap ashkh bhau. 
ashkh puja ashkh tap tau. 
ashkh garnth mukhi ved path, 
ashkh jog mani r a ha hi udas. 
ashkh bhagat gup gian vichar. 
ashkh satl ashkh datar. 
ashkh sur muh bhakh sir. 
ashkh moni liv lai tar. 
qudrati kavan kaha vlcharu. 
varia na java ek var. 
jo tudhu bhavai sal bhall kar. 
ta sada slamati nirhkar. 
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XVII 

Countless on Him meditate, 

countless adoration accord 
Countless themselves mortify, 

countless worship the Lord. 
Countless the scriptures, 

countless read and recite. 
Countless the Yogis who in their 

minds listless abide. 
Countless on His Virtues dwell, 

His Lore declaim. 
Countless votaries of Truth, 

givers in Charity's name. 
Countless the brave who steely 

blows put to shame. 
Countless they who in stillness 

their minds frame. 
How can this mite Thy vast glories name. 
Struck dumb in wonder he can't exclaim. 
Whatever pleaseth Thee all good he acclaim. 
Thou Formless, Abiding and ever the same. 
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XVIII 

asnkh murakh andh ghor. 
asnkh chor haram khor. 
asnkh amar kari jahi jor. 
asnkh galvadh hatia kamahi. 
asnkh papl papu kari jahi. 
asnkh ktlriar kOre phirahi. 
asnkh malechh malu bhakhi khahi. 
asnkh nindak siri karahi bharu. 
nanaku nlchu kahai vicharu. 
varia na javfi ek var. 
jo tudhu bhavai sal bhali kar. 
tQ sada slamati ntrnkar. i 
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XVIII 

Countless fools deep nescience imbibe. 
Countless thieves on others thrive. 
Countless tyrants with brute force drive. 
Countless cut-throats with killings persist. 
Countless sinners enlarge their sins* list. 
Countless the false in falsehood exist. 
Countless evil minds on slime subsist. 
Countless with slander their minds main. 
Lowly Naoak, the impious doth name. 
Struck dumb in wonder, he can't exclaim. 
Whatever pleaseth Thee all good he acclaim. 
Thou Formless, Abiding and ever the same. 
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XTX 

asnkh nav asnkh thav. 
aghm agnm asnkh loa. 
asnkh kahahi siri bharu hoi. 
akhari namu akharl salah. 
akhari gianu git gun gah. 
akhari likhanu bolanu bani. 
akhara siri snjogu vakhani. 
jini ehi likhe tisu siri nahi. 
jiv phurmae tiv tiv pahi. 
jeta kita teta nau. 
vinu navai nahi ko thau. 
qudrati kavan kaha vlcharu. 
varia na java ek var. 
jo tudhu bhavai sal bhall kar. 
tu sada slamati nirnkar. 
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XIX 

Countless the abodes, countless the names. 
Countless the regions beyond human reach. 
The word countless human mind shames. 
By letters we name Him and eulogise. 
Letters hymnodise and knowledge apprise. 
In letters we write, in letters state. 
In letters is too ordained our fate. 
No fates bind Him, who ours dictates. 
It all comes to pass as He states. 
His Nam, all his creations bear. 
Without Nam no place is there. 
How can this mite, Thy vast glories name. 
Struck dumb in wonder, he can't exclaim. 
Whatever pleaseth Thee all goodhe acclaim. 
Thou, Formless, Abiding and ever the same. 
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XX 

bharlai hathu pairu tanu deh. 
panl dhotai utrasu kheh. 
m\Lt palitl kaparu hoi. 
de sabUnu laTat chu dhoi. 
bharlai mati papa kai sngi. 
ohu dhopai navai kai rngi. 
punm pap! akhanu nahi. 
kari kari karapa likhi lai jahu. 
ape biji ape hi khahu. 
nanak hukaml avahu jahu. 
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XX 

When dust our limbs and body smears. 
Washing with water this dirt clears. 
When filth begrimes our raiment. 
It is washed clean with detergent. 
When our mind gets polluted with sin. 
Nam-imbuement cleans the taint within. 
Sinner ! Virtous ! not mere terms to know. 
As impress of actions with us go. 
We gather the fruit of what we sow. 
Nanak as ordained we come and go. 
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XXI 

tirathu tapu daia datu danu. 

je ko pavai til ka manu. 

sunia mnnia mani klta bhau. 

antargati ttrathi mali nau. 

sabhi gun tere mai nahl koi. 

vinu gun kite bhagati na hoi. 

suasati athi ban! barmau. 

sati subanu sada mani chau. 

kavanu su vela vakhatu kavanu kavan 

thiti kavanu varu. 
kavan i si rut! mahu kavanu jitu hoa akaru. 
vel na paia pndatl ji hovai lekhu puranu. 
vakhatu na paio qadia ji likhani 

lekhu quranu. 
thiti varu na jogl janai ruti mahu na koi. 
ja karta sira^hi kau saje ape janai sol. 
kiv kari akha kiv salahl kiu varan! kiv jana. 
nanak akhani sabhu ko akhai ikdQ iku siana. 
vada sahibu vadl nal klta ja ka hovai. 
nanak je ko apau janai agai gaia na sohai. 
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XXI 

Pilgrimages, Austerities, Mercy and Charity, 
Might earn merit worth a grain of sesame. 
Who listen, surrender, within love maintain, 
Cleanse themselves at the Inner Fountain. 
All virtues are Thine, none lies with me, 
Without their bestowal cannot worship thee. 
Hail His Hymnology, Infinite, sweet, supernal, 
The mind ever beatific blaoms eternal. 
What month and season, what time and morn, 
What date and day, when the World was born. 
Pandits failed to find and pen it in Puran, 
Qazis couldn't learn to put it in Quran. 
Moment, month and day to Yogis 

are unknown, 
Who made the universe, He knows alone. 
How describe, How know, How Thee eulogize, 
Many have assayed Nanak, all so very wise. 
From Lord Supreme of Glory Grand 

all doings flow. 
Nanak, he shines not hereafter, 

who claims to know. 
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XXII 

patala patal 

lakh agasa agas. 
orak orak bhali thake 

ved kahani ik vat. 
sahas atharah kaha?i kateba 

asultl iku dhatu. 
lekha hoi ta likhlai 

lekhai hoi vinasu. 
nanak vada akhlai 

ape janai apu. 
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XXII 

Countless are the regions beyond reach, 

Of skies there can no counting be. 

The searching Vedas wearying cried : 

*No knowing of His Entirety'. 

Eighteen thousand say the Semitic scriptures, 

In essence it is one Basality, 

Of the reckonable can a reckoning be, 

All reckonings end in futility. 

Nanak extol the Lord as the most Sublime, 

He alone knows His Sublimity. 
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XXIII 

salahi salahi 

eti surati na pala. 
nadla atai van 

pavahi samundi na janlahi. 
samund sah sultan 

girha seti malu dhanu. 
kip tuli na hovani 

je tisu manahu na vlsarahi. 
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XXLII 

The eulogists ever their Lord eulogise, 

Yet no perception of Him earn. 

As rivers and streams that ocean swell, 

Can never of its glory learn. 

Mighty monarchs ruling vast domains, 

With wealth heaped high as mountains. 

Can never with an ant compare, 

Who is ever of her Lord aware. 
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XXIV 

antu na siphati kahani na antu. 
antu na karanai deni na antu. 
antu na vekhani sunani na antu. 
antu na japai kia mani mntu. 
antu na japai klta" akaru. 
antu na japai paravaru. 
antu karani kete bilalahi. 
ta ke ant na pae jahi. 
ehu antu na janai koi. 
bahuta kahlai bahuta hoi 
vada sahibu ncha thau. 
ache upari ucha nau. 
evadu ucha hovai koi. 
tisu uchai kau janai soi. 
jevadu api janai api a pi. 
nanak nadari karami dati . 
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Endless His accounts, His praises sans end. 
Endless His doings, His bestowings sans end. 
Endless the sights, the sounds don't end. 
There is no knowing of What He intend. 
Of His Creation no limits we ween. 
Of His extremities no end is seen. 
His limits have baffled countless men. 
His limits are beyond mortals* ken. 
Much we say, more is left behind. 
None is destined this end to find. 
High the Lord, His Abode High lies. 
Highest of all His Nam flies. 
Were there another one as high, 
He alone could the Lord espy. 
How high He is none but He knows. 
Nanak in His Grace He bestows. 
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bahuta karamu Hkhia na jai. 
vada data tilu na tamai. 
kete mftgahi jodh apar. 
ketia ganat nahl vlcharu. 
kete khapi tutahi vekar. 
kete lai lai mukaru pahi. 
kete murakh khahl khahi. 
ketia dokh bhakh sad mar. 
ehi bhi dati ten datar. 
bhdi khalasi bhanai hoi. 
horu akht na sakai koi . 
je ko khaiku akhani pai. 
ohu janai jetia muhi khai. 
ape janai ape dei. 
akhahi si bhi kel kei. 
jisno bakhase siphati salah. 
nanak patisahl patisahu. 
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Infinite His bounties, no words can paint. 
No desire doth the Bounteous taint. 
Many warriors before Him supplicate. 
Countless others at His Portals wait. 
Many indulge in sin, His gifts negate. 
Many of Him receive, yet Him deny. 
Many fools gorge, feel not Him nigh. 
Many ever want and sorrow face. 
This, too, is a facet of His Grace. 
The captive (soul) in His will gets free. 
There can never another way be. 
If some fool dare suggest otherwise. 
What blows he receive, shall soon realise. 
He knows and. gives as He deems fit. 
But few there be, who this admit. 
Whom He, His praise, doth endow, 
Nanak, to him all emperors bow. 
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amul gun araul vapar. 
amul vaparie amul bhndar. 
amul avahi amul lai jahi. 
amul bhai amula samahi. 
amulu dharamu amulu dibanu, 
amulu tulu amulu parvanu. 
amulu bakhasls amulu nlsanu. 
amulu karamu amulu phurmanu. 
amulo amulu akhia na jai. 
5khi akhi rahe liv lai. 
akhahi vcd patfi puran. 
akhahi pare karahi vakhiap. 
akhahi barame akhahi ind. 
akhahi gopl tai govind. 
akhahi Tsar akhahi sidh. 
akhahi kete kite budh. 
akhahi danav akhahi dev. 
akhahi sun nar muni jan sev. 
kete akhahi akhani pahi. 
kete kahi kahi uthi uthi jahi. 
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Priceless His Virtues, Priceless His Trade. 
Priceless His Wares, Priceless who trade. 
Priceless His buyers, Priceless what they buy. 
Priceless in His Love, Priceless in Him lie. 
Priceless His Code, 

Priceless His Court Divine. 
Priceless His weights, 

Priceless scales superfine. 
Priceless His Bounties, 

Priceless His approval sign. 
Priceless His Commands, 

Priceless His Grace Benign. 
No values evaluate, no words portray, 
Minds delving deep fail aught to say : 
Vedds and Puranas with words failed. 
The learned in their sermons quailed. 
Brahma and Inder in vain tried. 
Gopis and Govfnd bootless vied. 
Issar and Sidhas for words implore. 
Budhas in vain their minds out-pour. 
Demons and gods for utterance request. 
Saints, seers and sages bite the dust. 
Many are uttering, many eager to start. 
Many after uttering, from the world depart. 
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ete kite hori karehi. 
ta akhi na sakahi kel kei. 
jevadu bhayai tevadu hoi. 
nanak jaijai sacha soi. 
je ko akhai bolu vigaru. 
ta likhiai siri gavara gavaru. 



56 



Page 63 of 92 



XXVI 

Were as many more Thou to create, 
Even then none can Thy Glory state. 
His spread is at His Pleasure, 
Nanak, none can get His measure. 
Were there one such to claim. 
As fool of fools him we name. 
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so daru keha so gharu keha 

jitu bahi sarab samale. 
vaje nad anek asnkha 

kete vavanhare. 
kete rag pari siu kahlani 

kete gavanhare. 
gavahi tuhno paunu pani baishtaru 

gavai raja dharamu duare. 
gavahi chitu gupatu likhi janahi 

likhi likhi dharamu vlchare. 
gavahi Isaru barama devl 

sohani sad a. savare. 
gavahi ind indSsani baithe 

devatia dari nale. 
gavahi sidh samadht andari 

gavani sadh vlchare. 
gavani jatl satl sntokhl 

gavahi vlr karare. 
gavani pndit parani rakhlsar 

jugu jugu veda nale. 
gavahi mohanla manu mohani 

suraga machh paiale. 
gavani ratan upae tere 

athasa^hi tlrath nale. 



58 



Page 65 of 92 



XXVI I 

How Grand Thy Gate, how High Thy Home, 
From whence Thy all Thou tend. 
Infinite the notes that echo around, 
Countless to their playing attend. 
Many musical modes, measures are sung, 
Many minstrels their voices lend. 
Winds, waters and fires Thee sing. 
Sings Dharamaraj who doth Thee attend. 
The recording angels Chit, Gupat sing, 
While over their records they bend. 
hsar, Barmhd and Devi, Thee eulogize. 
Eternal grace to whom Thou lend. 
Inder seated on his throne sings Thee, 
His godlings' singings with his blend. 
Sddhus deep in thoughts Thee eulogize. 
Entranced sidhas into songs transcend. 
Righteous, celibate and continent sing. 
The doughty warriors in devotion bend. 
Scholars and sages Thy eulogies sing, 
Reciting from the Vedds sans end. 
Beguiling dames of the Three Domains, 
Their voices to Thy songs lend. 
The Jewels shaped by Thy Hands sing, 
And places where the pilgrims wend. 
Mighty warriors, super heroes sing, 
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gavahi jodh mahabal sura 

gavahi kh£nl chare, 
gavahi khnd modal varbhnda 

kari kari rakhe dhare. 
sei tudhu no gavahi jo tudhu bhavani 

rate tere bhagat rasale. 
hori kete gavani se mai chiti na avani 

nanaku kia vlchare. 
sol sol sada sachu sahibu 

sacha sachl nal. 
hai bhl hosl jai na jasi 

rachanajtni rachai. 
rogl rngi bhatl kari kari 

jinasi maia jini upal. 
kari kari vekhai kits apana 

jiv tis dl vadial. 
jo tisu bhavai sol karasl 

hukamu na karana j&I. 
so patisahu saha patisahibu 

nanak rahanu rajal. 
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And creatures to Thy singing attend, 

Regions, spheres, cosmorams Thee sing, 

That Thou creating in space append. 

Sing Thy love-imbued, Thy devotion-hued, 

On whom Thy Grace Thou extend. 

Sing other many kind, now not in mind, 

Nanak their count can't apprehend. 

He alone Is never, the Lord Eternal, 

Ever doth His Nam stay. 

He is, shall be and shall not cease, 

Who created the cosmic sway. 

Beings of countless forms and hues, 

Moulded He from the clay. 

Creating surveys His own handiwork, 

*Tis His glorious way. 

His acts from His Will flow, 

No one can the Lord sway. 

Sovran Lord of sovereigns is He, 

O' Nanak, "His Will obey." 
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munda sntokhu saramu patu jholi 

dhian kl karahi bibhQti. 
khiotha katu kuarl kaia 

jugati doda partlti. 
al phthi sagal jamatl 

mani jitai jagu jltu. 
adesu tisai adesu. 
adi anilu anadi anahati 

jugu jugu eko vesu. 
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O Yog., 

Have ear-rings of content, humility's bowl, 
Thy body with ashes of meditation smear, 
Chasten thy self, cloak of 
death-awareness don, 
Holding the staff of Faith, in thy life fare. 
Make universal love, the chosen creed, 
Thy mind restrain, rend thy worldly snare. 
Hail ! All Hail ! All Hail to Thee, 
Sans Beginning, The Pure, Primal, Eternal, 
Through all the ages, the same Thou be. 



63 



Page 70 of 92 



XXIX 

bhugati gianu daia bhndarani 

ghati ghati vajahi nad. 
api nathu nathl sabh ja ki 

ridhi sidhi avara sad. 
snjogu vijogu dui kar chalavahi 

lekhe avahi bhag. 
adesu tisai adesu. 
adi anilu anadi anahati 

jugu jugu eko vesu. 
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O Yogi, 

The food of knowledge, compassion doles, 
Of Divine Repast heart-beats are calls. 
He, is the Lord, His creations, He controls. 
The taste of super powers and pelf palls. 
Through Unions, Disunions all life regulates, 
To each being his destined lot falls, 
Hail ! All Hail ! All Hail to Thee, 
Sans Beginning, the Pure, Primal, Eternal, 
Through all the ages, the same Thou be. 
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eka mal jugati viai 

tini chele parvaiju. 
iku snsafl iku bhndari 

iku lae dlbaiju. 
jiv tisu bhavai tivai chalavai 

jiv hovai phurmagu. 
ohu vekhai ona" nadari na avai 

bahuta ehu vidaiju. 
ades tisai adesu. 
adi anllu anadi anahati 

jugu jugu eko vesu. 
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*Tis believed, somehow Maya conceived, 
And bore approved Regents three. 
The first life fills, the last stills, 
The second sustains entity- 
Nay, all transpires, as He desires, 
As ordains the Almighty. 
By Him all seen, By all unseen, 
The greatest marvel it be : 
Hail ! All Hail ! All Hail to Thee, 
Sans Beginning, the Pure, Primal, Eternal, 
Through all the ages, the same Thou be. 



67 



Page 74 of 92 



XXXI 

asaiju loi loi bhndar. 
jo kichhu paia su eka var. 
kari kari vekhai sirjaijharu. 
nanak sache kl sachT kSr. 
adesu tisai adesu. 
adi anllu anadi anahati 
jugu jugu eko vesu. 
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His Abode and Store is everywhere, 
*Tis once He stored all His Ware. 
Creating tends the Creator with care. 
Nanak, the Eternal's works Eternity bear. 
Hail ! All Hail ! All Hail to Thee, 
Sans Beginning, the Pure, Primal, Eternal, 
Through all the ages, the same Thou be. 
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ikdo jxbhau lakh hohi 

lakh hovahi lakh vis. 
lakhu lakhu gera akhlahi 

eku namu jagdls. 
etu rahi pati pavarla 

charlai hoi ikls. 
suni gala akfis kl 

klta al ris. 
nanak nadarl palai 

kUj-I kQrai t^Is. 
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Should my tongue, 
Into millions proliferate. 
Millions of times each, 
His Nam were to state. 
These the Bridal steps, 
Mounting we meet our Mate. 
Hearing of such glorious feats, 
The worms desire to emulate. 
Only in His Grace is He found, 
All else as cant berate. 
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akhani joru chupai nah joru. 
joru na mngani deni na joru. 
joru na jlvani marani nah joru. 
joru na raji mali mani soru. 
joru na suratl giani vlchari. 
joru na jugatl chhutai snsaru. 
jisu hathi joru kari vekhai soi. 
nanak utamu nichu na koi. 
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No power to utter or be silent. 
No power to beg or to present. 
No power over Life or Death's descent. 
No power to rule or pile that dement. 
No power to waken and knowledge gain. 
No power to somehow salvation attain. 
The All powerful all creates, all tends, 
Nanak He places low or higher commends. 
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rati rutt thitl var. 

pa van pan! aganl patal. 

tisu vichi dharatl thapi rakhf dharamsal. 

tisu vichi jla jugati ke rrig. 

tin ke nam anek annt. 

karaml karaml hoi vicharu. 

sacha api sacha darbaru. 

tithai sohani pitch parvanu. 

nadarl karami pavai nisapu. 

kach pakal othai pai. 

nanak gaia japai jai. 
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Amid seasons, months, nights, days, 
Air, water and fire and in space, 
The earth as Sphere of Action, 
Is set in place. 

Teeming with trillions of creatures. 
Varying in names, hues and features. 
His Verdicts to our acts accord, 
True is His Court, True is the Lord. 
The Elect therein look dignified, 
As mark of Grace is there applied. 
Nanak, on getting there we learn, 
That here, the raw perfection earn. 
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dharam khnd ka eho dharamu. 
gian khnd ka akhahu karamu. 
kete pavan pani vaisntar 

kete kan mahcs. 
kete barame gharati ghariahi 

rop rng ke ves. 
ketia karam bhuml mer kete 

kete dhu updes. 
kete ind chnd stir kete 

kete modal des. 
kete sidh budh nath kete 

kete devi ves. 
kete dev danav muni kete 

kete ratan samund. 
ketia khanl ketia bant 

kete pat narind. 
ketia suratl sevak kete 

nanak antu na antu. 
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This is the Sphere of Righteous action. 

Now dwell I on that of Cosmic conception. 

Fires, Winds, Waters are many, 

Krishans and Shivas abound. 

Many Brahmas of many shapes. 

Are being chiselled around. 

Mount Merits many, Action-Lands many, 

Many Z)/zr«-Sermons resound. 

Many Ihders, Suns and Moons, 

Numerous earths surround. 

Sidhs, Budhs, Naths are many, 

Goddesses of many forms found. 

Countless gods, demons are there, 

Sages, jewels and seas. 

Lifes, languages of countless kinds, 

Countless kings and majesties. 

Meditational modes, votaries are many, 

Nanak, no count, no end there be. 
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gian khnd mahi gianu parchndu. 

tithai nad binod kod anndu. 

saram khnd kl banl ropu. 

tithai gharati gharTai bahutu anupu. 

ta kla gala kathla na jahi. 

je ko kahai pichhai pachhutai. 

tithai gharlai surati mati mani budhi. 

tithai gharlai sura sidha kl sudhi. 
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This Sphere with infinite knowledge abounds, 
Here is bliss born of sights and sounds. 
In the Sphere of Humility is Beauty designed, 
Here chiselled are things highly refined. 
The doings herein are hard to describe, 
Later on he repents, who tries to transcribe. 
Here are mind, reasoning and intellect 

honed fine. 
Chiselled the sages* insight 

and penetration divine. 
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karam khnd kl ban! joru. 
tithai horu na kol horu. 
tithai jodh mahabal sar. 
tin mahi ramu rahia bharptlr. 
tithai slto slta mahima mahi. 
ta ke nip na kathane jahi. 
na ohi marahi na thage jahi. 
jin kai ramu vasai man mahi. 
tithai bhagat vasahi kc loa. 
karahi anndu sacha mani soi. 
sach khndi vasai nirnkaru. 
kari kari vekhai nadari nihal. 
tithai khndi mhdal varbhnd. 
je ko kathai ta ant na ant. 
tithai loa loa akar. 
jiv jiv hukamu tivai tiv k&r. 
vekhai vigasai kari vicharu. 
nanak kathana karara saru. 
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In the Sphere of Grace, is all Oneness, 
No other is there, no otherness. 
There His mighty heroes hive, 
Filled by Him, in Him alive. 
Devotion — bound in praise tfcey dwell, 
Theiv peerless beauty no words tell. 
They die not nor deluded be, 
In whose mind, resides He. 
Votaries from all worlds there reside. 
In Perpetual Bliss their minds abide. 
In the Domain of Truth, the Formless lies, 
He creates and watches with Loving Eyes. 
All regions, worlds, galaxies there lie, 
Their endlessness doth description defy. 
Therein are habitations and forms alt, 
\s He commands so doth it befall, 
He surveys and smiles musing with-al!. 
Nanak, its description is hardest of all. 
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jatu pahara dhlraju suniaru. 
aharani mati vedu hathiaru. 
bhau khala agani tap tau. 
bhanda bhau anmritu titu dhali. 

* • 

gharlai sabadu sachl taksal. 
jin kaii nadari karamu tin kar. 
nanak nadan nadari nihal. 
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The Smith of Patience, in Smithy 

chastity lined, 
Uses Tools of Knowledge of his Anvil-mind. 
Blows in Fear of God, builds an Austere fire, 
In the Crucible of Love, melts Nectarine gold, 
In this True Mint, doth Word his life mould. 
Only in His Grace such work some find, 
Nanak, in His Grace beatific glories behold. 
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pavaiju gum pa$T pita 

mata dharati mahatu. 
divasu rati dui dal daia 

khelai sagal jagatu. 
chngiala buriaja vachai 

dharamu hadQri. 
karami apo apaijl 

ke nerai ke dari. 
jixil namu dhiaiS 

gae masakati ghali. 
nanak te mukh ujale 

ketl chhutl nali. 
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Air is Guru, Mother, the vast Earth, 

And Water, the Sire, 
(Under) Day and Night, the Nurses Twain, 

Plays the World entire. 
Our good and evil actions, 

The Judge in His Presence Weigh. 
As our deeds merit, 

Place near or far away. 
Those who dwelt on His Nam, 

Did all Travails pass. 
Their faces glory-lit, O* Nanak, 

Ferried others across. 
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